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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT OF THE CIM

DECEMBER 2001 – FEBRUARY 2002

(Item 2 on the agenda)


The following activities were carried out by the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM between the months of December 2001 and February 2002:

I.
APPLICATION OF THE Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (iap)
1.
Incorporation of the gender perspective into the agendas of ministerial-level meetings (item 2.1.2 of the IAP)


A process similar to that of SEPIA I was initiated for presentation of recommendations on incorporating a gender perspective at the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV), to be held in March 2002.  A meeting was held on February 5 for the preparation of recommendations that would then be submitted to REMJA-IV for consideration.  Invitations were issued to the American University School of Law, to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and its Rapporteur on the Rights of Women, Dr. Marta Altolaguirre, to the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), to the International Association of Women Judges, and to the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIDH).

ILANUD presented a preliminary draft with suggested recommendations and received comments from all the participants.  With this input, ILANUD will prepare the final document for presentation to REMJA-IV.

2. Incorporation of a gender perspective at the OAS (item 2.1.2 of the IAP)

 
Draft on incorporation of a gender perspective at the OAS


The steering committee for the CIDA/CIM/OAS project to train OAS staff in incorporating a gender perspective into the programs and policies of the Organization traveled to Ottawa, Canada, to attend a training course on this subject organized by CIDA. On this occasion, the course was attended by the Executive Secretary and the Principal Specialist of the CIM, Carmen Lomellin and Mercedes Krementzky, respectively; by Mr. Manuel Metz, Adviser to the OAS Secretary General and coordinator of the project; and by Ms. Patricia Long of the Department of Human Resources.  Later, the courses for OAS staff will begin.  The project will last approximately two years.

3.
Canadian proposal on follow-up to the IAP 


As provided in Agreement No. 5 of the most recent Committee meeting, the Executive Secretary distributed Canada’s proposal for follow-up to the Program to all principal delegates (CIM/CD/doc.33/01), requesting their comments by January 30, 2002.  The topic will be considered during the fourth meeting, under agenda item 4.

II.
OTHER MANDATES OF THE THIRD REGULAR MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Agreements Nos. 3, 5, and 6   In fulfillment of these mandates, the Permanent Secretariat sent out letters with the documents mentioned in each of the agreements, for the purposes stated therein.  Preparations were also begun for recommendations to be presented to REMJA-IV (see item I.1 of this report). 
III. CIM PROJECTS

A. Violence in the Americas:  Meeting of Experts of the Caribbean

CIM has identified a possible source of funding and is in the process of submitting a proposal.

B.
Study of the Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas

The group responsible for this study met in Washington, D.C., to assess progress made in this research.  Dr. Laura Lederer and some people who work with her were invited to this meeting.  Dr. Lederer is the Assistant Principal Adviser to the Interagency Task Force to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons.  This office was recently established within the Department of State of the United States of America.

The coordinator of this project at the CIM, Laura Langberg, traveled to Belize with the official from the program on trafficking at the International Human Rights Law Institute (IHRLI) of DePaul College of Law.  The purpose was to conduct research to complete the study on trafficking in women and children in Belize.  Both representatives held meetings with the Ministries of Justice, Human Development and Women, and Labor and Health, and with the Departments of Migration, Police, international and nongovernmental organizations, and human rights of women and children.
The CIM and DePaul University are planning a meeting of experts on traffic in persons for July.


C.
Strengthening the role of rural women in Uruguay:  Development with equity

This project was financed by the CIM Seed Fund for 2001 and the National Association of Rural Women’s Groups of Uruguay.  The objective was to promote rural Uruguayan women’s participation in the development process by generating complementary income to help them and their families stay in rural areas.  Copies of the final report submitted by the Principal Delegate of Uruguay, Professor Gloria Robaina, will be distributed at the meeting. 

IV.
PREPARATIONS FOR THE thirty-first ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE CIM

Presented for the Committee’s information, under classification CIM/CD/doc.42/02, is a document summarizing the phases of preparation required for the Thirty-first Assembly of Delegates by the Commission’s statutory and regulatory provisions and by the agreement signed by the CIM and OAS Secretary General.

Also attached to the document is a chronology of officials and countries serving on the Executive Committee from 1949 to the present.

Because during the Assembly the new CIM officers for the 2002-2004 period will be elected, and because only the principal delegates or their alternates duly accredited to the Inter-American Commission of Women and to the Assembly have the right to vote, on February 5, 2002, a note was sent to the ambassadors, permanent representatives to the OAS, requesting that they verify with their governments the credentials on file at this Permanent Secretariat accrediting the principal and alternate delegates to the CIM. 

This preventive measure was taken to avert difficulties during the Assembly, since it will be held away from headquarters, where the permanent missions to the OAS are not immediately available to clarify discrepancies in, or provide information missing from, the participants’ credentials. 

V.
OTHER OFFICIAL MISSIONS
The Executive Secretary of the CIM participated in the follow-up meeting on the Twelfth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT), held in Miami, Florida, from January 24 to 26.  The Government of Chile, former president of the CIMT, has tentatively scheduled a technical working meeting on gender issues for December 2002.

The CIM has been invited to participate in the preparatory meeting for the Ministers of Culture, to be held in March 2002.

VI.
 OTHER INFORMATION OF INTEREST
1.
Appointments to the CIM

Argentina – The Argentine Government reported, by note SG-45 of January 30, that it appointed as its new Principal Delegate Ms. Laura Isabel Velásquez, Special Representative for Women’s Issues in the International Arena.

Belize – By note PMB 103-4-02 of February 8, the Permanent Mission of Belize reported that it had appointed Ambassador Lisa M. Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS, as Alternate Delegate to the CIM.

Jamaica – On February 8, by note 6-80-10, Ms. Delrose E. Montague, Minister, Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the OAS, was named Alternate Delegate to the CIM.


Nicaragua – On January 10, the Government of Nicaragua appointed Ms. Ivania Toruño, Executive Director of the Nicaraguan Institute on Women, as Principal Delegate of Nicaragua to the CIM.

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines – On January 31, the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines appointed the Hon. Girlyn Miguel as its new Principal Delegate to the CIM.  The Hon. Miguel is Minister of Social Development, Family, Gender Affairs, and Ecclesiastical Affairs of her country.  Ms. Lydia E. Gumbs was also named Alternate Delegate.

2.
IACHR rapporteur will investigate women’s rights in Mexico
The IACHR’s Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Women, Dr. Marta Altolaguirre, will visit Ciudad Juárez and the Mexican capital city on February 11 and 12 to examine the situation of women’s rights and will meet with representatives of nongovernmental organizations, persons affected, and various sectors of civil society to gather information in those two Mexican cities. 

Under her mandates, the Rapporteur and present Vice President of the IACHR has the responsibility of protecting, and promoting greater respect for, the rights of women in the Hemisphere.  On this occasion, she will examine in particular the degree to which the laws and practices of OAS member states comply with the obligations of equality before the law and nondiscrimination established under applicable instruments, including the American Convention on Human Rights and the Convention of Belém do Pará.  Both of those instruments have been ratified by Mexico.

3. Activities marking Women’s History Month

Between February 18, Women of the Americas Day, and March 8, International Women’s Day, the CIM has scheduled a series of events, including an exhibit of panels showing the history of the CIM, the showing of the CIM video “Women of the Americas,” and an activity bringing together women who have attained success in their professional careers, entitled “Let’s Hear Their Stories:  Overcoming Barriers.”  Also planned is the showing of a Uruguayan film focusing on trafficking in women for sexual exploitation.   At the time of this report, all these activities were in the preparation phase.
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